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laltimore County's sheriff learned homeland security tips
md techniques from his lsraeli counterparts.
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1fr rrL rrrur r urrg rrr car ry rcDruary.
I I Balumore Qqunrv glre.iffh
\/ F"h.;;,d ;;;i,;;i ;h.'dr
\viv Sheraton Hotel. But when he and
ris companions got up to leave, they
vere stopped ar rhe 6ont door.

A suspicious bag was found near the
:ntrance,and the bomb sqr.rad wx:ssesrng
he siruadon. Law enforcemerit oficers
hot the shoppng bag with a water cannon.
rlothing happened, signaLing *nt the tote
vas just that 

- 
a rnisplaced remainder of

ouro La,ng ts o local free tonce wnter.

a shopping trip.
"Within 15 to 20 minutes,it was

cleaned up and we were on our way,"
SheriffFisher said."lf that had happened
here in the U.S., we would have been
tied up for halfthe day.There 

- 
and I

hate to say rhis 
- ir\just another day"

In those 20 minutes, SheriffFisher
experienced an imprompu demorxtrauon
ofwhy he was in Isnel.A part ofa coalition
ofAmerican law enforcement officers, he
was taking par-t in a program sporuored
by theAmerican Israel Educarion Fouir-
dation, a supporring organization ofthe
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American Israel public Aftain Commitree
and the Nadonal Sherift ,Associarion.

. In the !1, *p ofis kind,theprogram
is part ofAIPAC's new homelana,.I".iw
initiative, which focuses on facilitatinE
rrrutual reladons between the Americin
and Isneli homeland security communities.

"lsra.el has been prepering for and
responcLng to terror actack for 50 vears."
saidAIPAC board member Harriei
Zimmerman."Our goal is to ensure that
U.S. law enforcemenr and fint_responden
have the oppornrnity to leam from Israel's
vast experience in this critical area.This
trip is.an important part ofAIpACt new
homeland securiry inittative."

On Feb.4, 13 law enforcement oficials
from across the country embarked on a
six-day trip toTelAviv and Ierusalem to
learn how lsraeli police officers manage
security thream.The group metwirh tsrall's
senlor cofirrnand police officials and
prlvate sector securiry experts.

^. 
Thljoyrney had i ttuge impact on

Sherift'Fisher."It was an honoito b.
selected," he said. "I really coruider this a
once-in-a-liferi me opporruniry."

Parricipanm *... i.rrio, menrbers ard
leaders of the National Sherift 'Associa_
rion. Allegheny Counry Sherifi'David
Goad also took oart.

B.efore reriring from the Baltimore
City police force, Sherift-Fisher served as
the operations commander of theWarrant
ApprehensionTask Force. In charse of
seven districts, he oversaw the deliverv of
warrants and searches for wanted .rirrio.l,
tlrroughout the state. He was elected
Ilaltimore Counry sheriffin 2002.In his
cunent rolg he oversees security initiatives
at the counry's courthouse.

"A courthouse is a safe haven,', he
said. "lt could be disrupted very. verv
ladly by a bomb.Whaithrs p.epa.., yo,
for is the future. I think it,s importarrt to
be pro-active."

Right away, Sherift-Fisher noticed
some major dift-erences between Ameri_
can and Israeli approaches to securifv.
Fint and foremost was the national police
force.About 27,000 oficers patrol Israel
md ia bordcn.At 18 yean old, each cidzen
N reqrured to serve; men serve for at
least three years, and wonlen serve for
at -teast tvvo.

"We're not used to that here,,, he said."I think you have nore control when
yor-r have one or-gnization.you have bet_
ter control and.more accountabilitv.',

, Israeli snrall geographic sizc is a factor,
he norcd."Thcy do very very well wiih

that one police force," he said...It's iust
another model. It makes you think-out_
side the box."

On one night ofhis stay, Sherift-Fisher
rode along with two Civil Guard volun_
teers 

- 
a businessman and an attornev.

"They support the police and take 
'

calls for the police department,,'he said.
"Every 

ryeht theV are asigned a particular
area, and they parrol the streets.'The
vorlrnteers are permitted to carry guru
and make arrests, responding to ilrrrily
disturbances and caraccidents.

. "Itjusr shows you how the people
there, they love their countrv,'Le said.
"We hav'e that here [in Balcimore], but
they do ir on a wider scale."

That seemed to be a theme. Sherifi'
Fisher said he was also surprised by the
size ofth_e country's surveillance system.
Abo ut 350 morion-sensirive ."*.r",
scanned the old section of ferusalem.
he said.

The Baltimore Counry courthouse
recendy upgraded its surveillance system.
"but we need even nrore," he said.

Sherift Fisher said he got additional
ideas from Israel's bornb iquad.Between
2001 -2}l5,Jerusalem alone fi elded 3.500
bomb sqrnd calls,he said.That led the force
to begin profilingpotential suicide bomben."Tl.I have a huge amount ofintelli_
gence rnlormation on suicide bombers,"
he said. Characteristics include lorv self_
esteem, social isolation, childish behavior
and an abfiry to blend in with a crowd.

The group also visired border patrol
checkpoinrs. About one-rhird of the
police force serves on the borders. as well
I a, large number of volunteers, Sherlft--
Fisher said.

. ,'lh:I {o 1very thorough job,', he
said."I think that we need to ltok athe
yy we interview people on rhe sreer.
'ls that person who she says she is?"'

Such diligence can be i long p.o..rr,
so the border parrol uses benchHarks.
"At any of rhese benchmarks, if there are
questions,you will be detained." Sherift
Fisher said.

But people were very padent.,,Ifa
person is detained. they undcrstand this,"
he said.'They dont have e problcrn.'

Thatb very difi'erent ur dre Unired Sates.
"We do what we call a balancins act be_
rweSn securiry and geming peopte luough:'

t-lny years of terrorism makes for a
morc thorough process, Shcrifi- Fisher
said."They do dring that are i little more
in-depth than we do" he said...Thev're
just more aware of their,*rrctrrrdirrnl' I


